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SUBJECT: ECA REGIONAL PREPARATORY MEETING FOR WORLD POPULATION 
CONFERENCE 

1. WED, MAY 15 SESSION OPENED WITH LENGTHY EXPLANATIONS OF DRAFT 
WPPA BY UN OFFICIALS TABAH AND TABARA WHO STRESSED ITS COMPRE- 
HENSIVENESS AND ADAPTABILITY TO VARYING AERICAN SITUATIONS. TABAH 
MADE CLEAR THAT, ALTHOUGH SOVEREIGNTY IS RESPECTED, THERE MUST 
BE SENSE OF COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY IN APPRACHING PLAN. 

TABAH CONTINUED PROBLEMS IN AREAS OTHER THAN AERICA MAY BE 
DIFEERENT AND MORE SERIOUS, BUT ECHOED CARRILLO FLORES' THEME 
THAT REGIONAL VARIANTS CAN BEST BE ACCOMMODATED IN POST-BUCHAREST 
REGIONAL IMPLEMENTATION. IN CONSIDERING HUMAN RIGHTS ASPECTS, 

PLAN SHOULD BUILD UPON, BUT GO BEYOND, TEHRAN DECLARATION. 
SURPRISINGLY, HE ADDED THAT PLAN SHOULD BE IN PLAINN SIMPLE 
LANGUAGE EASILY UNDERSTANDABLE BY POLITICIANS. TABARA URGED 
THAT DRAET BE CONSIDERED ONLY AS "BASELINE AND SPRINGBOARD" 

FOR FUTURE. 

2. IN ENSUING DEBATE, THERE WAS STRONG GENERAL CONSENSUS IN 
AVOR OF UN DRAFT, EXCEPTIONS BEING GABON WITH ITS SPECIAL 
PROBLEMS OF SUB-FERTILITY AND STERILITY AND ETHIOPIA, WHOSE 
JAMAICAN-BORN FEMALE DELEGATE MADE SEVERAL DENIGRATING INTERVEN- 
TIONS, COMPLAINING, INTER ALIA, ABOUT IMPOSSIBLE COST OF IMPLEMEN- 
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NUMBER AND SPACING OF CHILDREN PROMPTED LESOHO REP TO RETORT THAT 
IT UNFAIR FOR RICH WHO CAN AFFORD IT TO HAVE CONTRACEPTIVES 
WHILE POOR HAVE BABIES.) 

3. FOLLOWING WERE PARTICULARLY HELPFUL COMMENTS: LESOTHAN REP 
PRESSED URGENCY OF SITUATION, SAYING "WHAT WE FAIL TO DO TODAY 
MAY BE OUR TRAGEDY LATER". HE AGREED MUCH DATA AND INFORMATION 
IS LACKING, BUT FELT THIS MUST NOT BE USED AS EXCUSE FOR INACTION. 

"TOO MANY COUNTRIES", HE ARGUED, " ARE MESMERIZED BY THEIR EMPTY 
SPACES". SENEGALESE REP CALLED ATTENTION TO OVERWHELMING NUMBERS 
OF YOUTH (60 PERCENT UNDER 25) AND SAID THAT MUCH OF SOLUTION MUST 
DEPEND ON THEIR RECEIVING FULLEST EDUCATION ABOUT FAMILY LIFE, 
INCLUDING SEX EDUCATION. REP OF ZAMBIA OPINED THAT MUCH PRAISED 
FLEXIBILITY OF DRAFT PLAN MAY REALLY PROVE TO BE WEAKNESS SINCE 
"AFRICA NEEDS GUIDANCE". NIGERIA FELT PLAN SHOULD BE MORE CON- 
CRETE IN ITS IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS. 

4. COMMENT: WITH GOOD HANDLING AND INFORMATIVE INTERVENTIONS 

BY UN AND ECA OFFICIALS, MEETING SEEMS TO BE MOVING IN ENCOURAGING 
DIRECTION. SECRETARIATS NECESSARILY PLAYING MORE PROMINENT ROLE 
DUE LACK OF SOPHISTICATED AND KNOWLEDGEABLE GOVERNMENT REPS. 
MEETING PROVING VALUABLE IF ONLY TO INFORM, AROUSE INTEREST 
AND OBLIGE REPS TO FOCUS ON DIMENSIONS OF PROBLEM. 

WYMAN 
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